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Noah

“I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens,
every creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. But I
will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark—you and your sons

and your wife and your sons’ wives with you. You are to bring into the ark two of all
living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with you.” (Genesis 6:17-19)

In the 1980’s a
rock group by the
name of R.E.M.
sang a catchy song
called, “It’s the
End of the World
As We Know It.”

Could you imagine
Noah singing a
song like this?  I
don’t think so.

God told him that he was going to send a huge
flood to cover the earth, but God also told him to
build an ark.  The future of humanity and the
animal kingdom was going to be placed in that
one box.  The ark meant the hope of rescue to
Noah but also the reminder of death to come.

Harold Camping predicted that the end of the
world was going to come in 2011.  Many others
are now misreading the Mayan calendar to predict
that the end of the world will be in 2012.  This has
caused many to have “end of the world” parties in
their neighborhoods.  It has become a running
joke.  Nobody takes it seriously any more.

God’s Word describes that there will be an end to
this world.  Jesus predicted that he will come
again in the clouds with his holy angels, but Jesus
didn’t say when he will come.

Noah built a boat out of wood to save his family.
God sent Jesus to die on a piece of wood to save
us from our sins.  This wood of the cross has room
for much more than eight people.  The cross is an
ark of God’s grace and forgiveness that has
enough room for all the people of the world.  God
wants us all to come aboard through faith in what
Jesus did for us.

When Christians just focus on the cross and
resurrection of Jesus, they don’t worry themselves
about when the end is coming or try to decipher
everything that happens in the world.  They don’t
panic.  They don’t try to build an ark, because the
“ark” has been built by Jesus’ death for the sins of
the world.  They just believe in God’s promise in
Christ, and they want the world to take him
seriously and believe.  It is a message of hope and
salvation for all to hear.

It is like the R.E.M. song goes, “It’s the end of the
world as we know it” and trusting in Jesus, that’s
just fine.

The rainbow was God's symbol of
his promise to Noah and all
people that he would never
destroy the Earth again by a flood.
The Rainbow is an abiding
symbol of God's faithfulness.



CHURCH NEWS
Lenten Worship  Lenten worship will be held at
Millie Beneke Manor in Glencoe at 2:00PM on
Wednesdays and our regular mid-week Lenten
service will be at church at 7:00PM.  The theme
for our Lenten and Holy Week series this year is
“See His Cross”. According to God’s plan of
salvation, Jesus had to make the journey to the
cross and then be raised from the dead in order to
forgive our sins.  This year we will follow his
journey starting on Ash Wednesday and
concluding with his glorious resurrection on
Easter Sunday.  We will take time to contemplate
some of the surprising words Jesus spoke and
some interesting events that happened as Jesus
traveled to the cross.  We will see how each event
along the way clearly fulfilled God’s plan of
salvation.

See His Cross!
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February 22: “Shed No Tears For Jesus!”
(Luke 23:26-31)

February 29: “It’s God’s Plan From Beginning To
End!” (Mark 14:61-62)

Lenten Suppers will be served before each
service again this year.  Food will be served from
5:45 – 6:45PM.  Free-will donations will be
accepted. Like last year, Thrivent no longer gives
supplemental funds.  They have implemented a
new program (Thrivent Choice Dollars) from
which we receive funds.  Check with one of our
Thrivent representatives, Carol Dammann, Lonnie
Rabe or Kathy Stuedemann, if you have questions
about this Thrivent program.  In any event,  we
appreciate your support for our church groups and
our building fund.  The serving schedule will be
posted following our planning meeting.  You may
also check the Sunday bulletins.  Come and fill up
your stomach ahead of the service with a meal and
then stay for worship to get soup for your soul.
See you there!

Jesus Cares Bible Class  We continue our
ministry to people with developmental disabilities.
Bible class is scheduled here at church on
Thursday, February 16th at 6:30PM.  Members of
the congregation are welcome to come and join in
this ministry.

Glencoe Expo  Plans are being made for our
church booth at the Glencoe Expo this year,
February 18th – 19th. We are asking congregation
members to lend a flat screen TV (32” or bigger)
for our booth.  Contact Jeremy Siers or Pastor
Reichow for more information and watch the
bulletins for dates and times when we need
volunteers to help with this project.  We will need
volunteers to help assemble, set up and to man our
booth.  A sign-up sheet is in the narthex for
workers at the booth during the expo.  Thanks for
all your help.

Church Leaders Workshop:  St. John’s
members are welcome and encouraged to attend
the Church Leaders Workshop held at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Belle Plaine on Saturday,
March 3rd from 9am-2:30pm. You can register
online at www.welsmn.org (click on “Events &
Registration” tab) or you may speak with Pastor
Reichow if you have any further questions.

* * * * *

YOUTH NEWS
Youth Lock-In The Youth will be having a
lock-in here at church on Friday, February 10th

beginning at 7:00pm.  All youth in grades 5th -12th

are invited to attend.  We encourage everyone
planning to attend to invite a friend to join us for
an evening of fun and games.  Please bring games
and snacks to share.  (Video games and equipment
are welcome as well as board games).  Some
group games are being organized by the youth
leaders.  Water, pop and pizza will be provided
from the youth fund.  We will be ordering pizza
from Pizza Ranch and will eat at 8:00pm.  Don’t
forget your pj’s and sleeping bags!
If you have any further questions, please contact
Tanya Reichow or Pauline Schmidt.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
 1st Jon Ortloff and Rachel Reichow
14th Mark Schuth

Aaron and Michelle Goette (20th Anniversary)
15th Paul and Christy Ittel (15th Anniversary)
19th Eleanor Litzau
21st Ernie and Evelyn Michaelis (53rd Anniversary)

Jeremy and Kris Siers (3rd Anniversary)
24th Vanessa Willmsen
26th Arleen Schmidt

www.welsmn.org

