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Prominent People of the Bible

Adam and Eve

Then the man and hiswife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LorRD God among the trees of the
garden. But the LorD God called to the man, “Where are you?” (Genesis 3:8-9)

“Where are you?”
The LorD God
caled to Adam
and Eve, the first
man and first
woman. It wasn’t
because the LORD
God didn’t know
where they were.
He knows all
things. Nothing
escapes his notice. Rather, he called to them so
they would know where they were. He had created
them sinless like him. He had created them to
enjoy a relationship with him that would be their
highest delight.

But they had sinned by disobeying him. They
exchanged the truth of God for alie of Satan. So
they cowered in fear as they heard God
approaching and foolishly tried to hide from him.
They knew that because of their sin their kind and
generous Father had now become their Judge.

In love, the LORD God came and called Adam and
Eve so they would know where they were.
Though still in Eden, they were no longer in
paradise. They were now far from God, living in
sin and fear and death. But he also came and
called them to tell that he would rescue them and
restore them to a right relationship with him. He
would send the Seed of the woman, a descendant

of Eve, to take away their sin, remove their fear,
and restore their life with him.

In love, the LOorRD God till comes and calls us
sinners today. Through his Word, the Holy Bible,
he comes and calls us so we know where we are—
far away from him in the condition of sin and
shame and fear and death. But through his Word,
he also tells us that he has kept his promise to send
the Seed of the woman, who crushed the power of
sin and Satan forever. He sent his Son, Christ
Jesus, from heaven to earth, to bridge the distance
between the holy God and sinful human beings
and draw us back to him.

Where are you? Through Christ alone, God gives
us a new answer to that old question. In Christ,
God has reconciled us to himself, restoring us to a
right relationship with him. In Christ, we don’t
need to run from God. Rather, in Christ we not
only want to—but are able to—eagerly run to the
LorD God daily for the forgiveness we need, the
fellowship with him we desire, and the faith that
looks forward to aforever with him in paradise.

The Tree of Life was God's
gift to Adam and Eve
representing their eterna life
through him. The forbidden
Tree of the Knowledge of
Good and Evil led to God’s
plan of saving people from
eterna death through Jesus.




CHURCH NEWS

Jesus Cares Bible Class We continue our
ministry to people with developmental disabilities.
Bible class is scheduled here at church on
Thursday, January 5" and 26" at 6:30PM.
Members of the congregation are welcome to
come and join in this ministry.

Glencoe Expo: Once again it is that time of year
to start thinking about the Glencoe Expo. It is
February 18" and 19". Watch the bulletin for
news of a planning meeting for this event.

Annual Reports All groups and organizations of
St. John’s are reminded to complete their annual
reports and turn them in to Pastor or leave them in
the back office by Wednesday, January 11"
Thank you for your prompt attention.

Annual Meeting Our Annual Meeting will be
held on Sunday, January 22" following our
morning worship service.  All members are
encouraged to stay and be involved in the work of
our congregation. Items that will be on our
agenda include: our support for synod and
Minnesota District ministries, sharing information
on local ministry programs, salaries, and others.

The Lutheran Home Association The Annual
meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 17" in
the Chapel a The Lutheran Home Campus in
Belle Plaine. Lunch and registration begins at
noon, followed by a worship service at 1pm with
the business meeting to follow. We hope to see
you there!

Directory Updates: If your address or phone
number has changed over the past year, please
contact Ruth Lange or Pastor Reichow to get the
updates in the 2012 directory.

Wish List Team: A couple of members have
chosen to discontinue serving on the Wish List
Team. We are looking for a couple of people to
fill the vacant spots. We meet 3-4 timesayear. If
you are interested in serving on the Wish List
Team, contact a Wish List Team member - Corky
Milbrand, John Glawe, Ruth Lange, Mark
Raddatz, Pastor Reichow or Jenny Scherer.

Your Suggestions, please! The Wish List Team
is aso looking for new ideas or projects that
would enhance our church facilities. Please
forward your ideas and suggestions to a Wish List
Team member. Thank you.

Forward In Christ Magazine Monthly issues
are available for congregation members. If you
would like to help pay for the cost of this
magazine, please contact Bill Rabe.

* * * *

YOUTH NEWS

We are in the process of planning a roller skating
trip and a Lock-in for our youth members in
January and February. If you have any ideas,
please contact Gene Roush, Jeremy Siers, Pauline
Schmidt or Pastor Reichow. Watch the Sunday
bulletin for specific dates and times.

* * * * *

LADIESAID

St. John’s Ladies Aid has been busy this past year.
Here is a list of their activities. 3 business
meetings and Christmas party; the Birthday
Committee vidted 5 shut-ins; they served
refreshments at the Annual Meeting and for the
Mankato WELS Choral; they gave gifts to 3
confirmands and baby gifts to 3 newly baptized
babies; they made donations to the MLC
Auxiliary, Central Africa Medical Mission and to
St. John’s Missions; they purchased Easter lilies
and poinsettias for church; they purchased new
communion trays, some of the ladies attended an
MLC Auxiliary meeting in Arlington; they toured
the Chapel of Christ at MLC in New Ulm; and
they did athorough cleaning of the kitchen.
Currently, the ladies have 14 active members and
4 honorary members. If anyone is interested in
joining the Ladies Aid, contact Ruth Lange. You
are always welcome to join them at a meeting.

Birthdays & .Anniversaries

1 Kim Lange and Brett Rund
5 Mitchell Dammann

6" Jennifer Siewert and Stephanie Cairney
7 Althea Mathwig

8 Maureen Lowden

12™  Jacob Willmsen

14™  caleb Schuth

17" Shem Goette

19" Jeremy Siers

20"  Dennis Reichow

23 John Ross

24™  Melanie Schmidt

26" August Sickmann

28" Miranda Litzau

30"  Owen Schmieg




